
5th Sunday of Lent – Year A                      28th and 29th  of March 2020 
Please have a look at ourladyofthepineschurch.org  for this 

weekend's  Mass of the 5th Sunday of Lent. 

OUR LADY OF THE PINES CHURCH 
77 CARBINE SREET, DONVALE VIC 3111 

TEL: 9841 8354 

EMAIL:   DONVALE@CAM.ORG.AU 

WEBSITE: WWW.OURLADYOFTHEPINESCHURCH.ORG 

PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS: 

MON: 9.00AM TO 1.00PM 

WED: 9.00 AM TO 2.00 PM 

YOU CAN STILL CALL US AT ANY TIME ON TEL: 9841 8354 

PARISH PRIEST: FR JERALD CECIL MARIADAS 
Our Lady of the Pines Parish is a welcoming, 

inclusive community that aims to live our 
Christian faith by example in our daily lives. 

My Dear Friends, 

The current situation with Covid 19, as you know, is changing on a daily basis. With every 
News Conference, our lives change, people lose jobs, the way we live our lives changes. 
Our country and indeed the world is in crisis. This is a challenging time for all of us. Let us 
take this time, especially if you are restricted to your home, to come together as a family 
– in prayer and solidarity with one another. Let us respond  to what is happening right now 
with love and charity in our hearts. A lot of people are going through so much, having lost 
so much. Continue to keep them all in your prayers, as I will continue to keep you all in my 
daily prayers.

Our young children especially, would be so frightened and confused of the changing 
world at this time. People in face masks, people restricted to their homes, roads in some 
areas almost deserted, not being able to do their “normal thing during the holidays”.  If 
we are scared of the situation, what must they be feeling? Let us ensure that we are there 
to support them during this time, remind them that God is still here for them and will 
continue to be here for them.  

At this time, as you know, as directed by the Federal Government, churches are to 
remain closed for the time being. I know that a lot of you feel that the church should 
remain open for private reflection, but we do have to comply with the Government's 
directive. We have to be mindful that the majority of our congregation are vulnerable to 
this virus and we should as a community do our best to protect them by complying with 
what is asked of us. In view of this, I encourage you to set aside a time  with your family 
each day, to pray. “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am 
I in the midst of them.” Perhaps this simplicity in the practise of our faith, will allow us to 
reconnect with Christ in our fast-paced and ever more changing and secular society. 

We are currently exploring ways in which we can bring you a digital daily Mass, and as 
soon as we come up with a solution, we will advise the community of the outcome. If any 
of you would like to participate in a daily Mass, please let Fr Jerald or the Parish Office 
know.  We will however continue, as long as possible, to upload weekend Masses and 
especially Easter Reflections. Keep a lookout for these on our website.   



We pray for Better 
Health:
Brian Sullivan, Kath 
Potger, Alden Ong, 
Helen Hannay, Marlene 
Delzoppo, Margaret 
Yates, Lisa Dallow, 
Josephine Noli, Teresa 
Talia, Lina Borg, Judith 
Frood, Wendy Clohesy. 

SUPPORTING  MINISTRIES 
Baptisms: Fourth Sunday of the month at 12.45 pm. Please 
phone Libby Coviello on 9841 8354 or email the Parish Office. 
Funerals: Please contact the Parish Office. 
Bereavement Support: Please contact Glenda Haswell on 
9727 2101, Emmy Oakley on 9848 6781 or the Parish Office on 
9841 8354. 
Sacraments: Registrations for the 2020 First Communion will 
open soon.  Please see newsletter for details. 
RCIA: For enquiries regarding becoming a Catholic, please 
contact Fr Jerald or phone Mary Ann Payne on 9842 6474. 

There will be a limited newsletter issued each week with updates, so please check our 
website on ourladyofthepineschurch.org. For those of you who have provided the parish 
with your email address on census cards or by other means, updates and newsletters will 
be sent to you on a regular basis. If you do not want to receive this information in this 
way, please let the Parish Office know.  
I know that this is a hard and unsettling time for all of us, but please know that I constantly 
have you all in my prayers daily. Things might be changing around us, but I will still be 
here for you all. With God’s grace, we will come out of this as much stronger people of 
Faith.  
Yours in Christ,  
Fr Jerald. 

Please note: 
 During this period the Parish Office will

also close early at 2.00pm.
 If we are in a position of a lock down,

please do call 0473 873 479 in the case
of an emergency.

Our Commitment To Ensure A 
Child Safe Environment For All 

Our parish is committed to upholding the 
safety and dignity of each child and 
young person and ensuring that they are 
able to grow and develop in a caring and 
supportive environment within our parish. 
We are adopting the Safeguarding 
Children and Young People Policy 
developed by the Archdiocese of 
Melbourne, and will be working to 
implement and communicate the policy 
over the coming months. Please visit our 
parish website http://
www.ourladyofthepineschurch.org for 
more details on the policy, and how you 
can help ensure the safety of children 
and young people in our community. 

Combined Catholic Parishes Raffle
 If you still have raffle tickets at home,

would we kindly ask that you return these
to the Parish Office by mail as soon as
possible. Thank you.

Keep up to date with news from the 
Archdiocese on www.cam.org.au 
There is also live daily mass at 1.00pm. 
In addition to Fr Jerald’s Mass on our 
website, there is also a 11.00am Mass From 
St Patrick’s Cathedral.  



 

Prayer to St Joseph –  
under whose patronage the Archbishop has placed this time of crisis. 




