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The Ascension of the Lord    23rd and 24th of May 2020 – Year A 
This Sunday is Ascension Sunday. The day that Jesus returned to his Father. In preparing to leave 
this earth Jesus repeatedly said to his disciples “ it is better for you that I go away! You will be 
sad now, but your sadness will turn to joy. If I don’t go away you will be unable to receive the 
holy spirit. Don’t cling to me, I must ascend."

Saying goodbye to anyone that we love is one of the hardest things we can do. To think about 
living life without them in it, on a daily basis, can be unbearable. The Ascension however 
highlights a paradox that is at the centre of our life – that only by leaving can others truly feel 
their loved one’s true blessing for them. That only by leaving can others understand how much 
their loved ones really loved them and the sacrifices that have been made.   

Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, writes – “To remain present to someone we love, we have to sometimes 
be absent, in ways big and small. In the paradox of love, we can only fully bless each other 
when we go away. That is why most of us only realise the blessing our loved ones were for us, 
after they die. Mystically, “blood and water” (cleansing and the deep permission to live without 
guilt) flow from their dead bodies. Just as these flowed from Jesus’ dead body”.  

For us to know fully Jesus’ love for us, he had to go away. During his earthly ministry Jesus was 
not able to travel the world teaching or healing, he was geographically limited. But now, Jesus 
is at work everywhere and he is able to hear and respond to his people’s prayers no matter the 
time or place. He sympathizes with our struggles and promises to do whatever we ask in his 
name. In Jesus’ “going” did we receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the gift of his love and the gift 
of the knowledge of the love and sacrifice Jesus made for us.   

The context of this message was obtained from a sermon given by Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser. 

Our Lady of the Pines Parish is a welcoming, 
inclusive community that aims to live our 

Christian faith by example in our daily lives. 

Frank Swan 
The Funeral for Frank Swan will be held on Monday the 25th of May 2020 at 11am at Our Lady 
of the Pines Church. Due to the restrictions on the no. of mourners, the funeral will be live 
cast. If you would like to virtually “attend”, please go to tobins.com.au - go to the home 
page, go to the box for webcast and funeral notices – type in Francis Joseph Swan - on the 
left of the page you will see a link for Live Webcast Streaming - the service will start 
automatically at 11.00am.                -: May his soul rest in peace :-



Day	 Mass	Centre	 Zoom	Video	
Available	

Tuesdays	 SSPP	 Yes	
Wednesday	 OLOP	 Yes	
Thursday	 SSPP	 Yes	
Friday		 OLOP	 Yes	
Saturday	 SSPP	 Yes	

Resumption of Weekday Morning Mass 
This week, we resumed our normal weekday Masses at both Our Lady of the Pines Church and 
Ss Peter and Paul’s Church. It has been wonderful to see our Parishioners again. This week we 
will be opening the bookings for the weekday Mass immediately. The link to book your place is 
https://www.trybooking.com/BJRZE.   

Please see the following table for appropriate Mass Centres. At this stage, weekend Masses are 
still suspended.   We encourage you to attend your own parish for morning Mass at this time 
and to limit your attendance to perhaps only once a week for now, for the purposes of 
allowing as many as possibly to attend. 

Please note that Mass is limited to 10 parishioners at this time and the Try booking site will only 
allow 10 people to register on any one invitation. If you need assistance with booking for any of 
the Masses , please let the parish office know. As a requirement of having people in the Church 
for morning Mass, our Mass Captain will meet you at the door to take your details. When in the 
Church , we ask that you remain mindful of social distancing rules. We also ask, that if you are 
feeling unwell to please keep safe at home and do not attend. These Masses will still be 
available  on Zoom as normal. 
Fr Jerald 

COVID19 (and beyond) Support 

 A reminder to all parishioners that the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society (VINNIES) is available to assist parishioners and the 
community in need.   A phone call to 1800 305 330 
Monday-Friday, 10am - 3pm is all that is required.   
Confidentiality assured. 

Support of our Parish and  Parish Priest 
During the COVID19 period where our congregation cannot celebrate Mass, we would ask you 
to assist in the financial support of Parish and  Fr. Jerald by ensuring your pledged support or 
your regular weekly contribution is received.   You are now able to go our website, and on the 
home page is a link to CDF Pay. You will be able to make your weekly/monthly donation this 
way. Please however remember to put your envelope no. or full name down so that we can 
trace your donation.  Contact the Parish Office for further advice on how. 

We pray for Better Health:  
Brian Sullivan, Kath Potger, Alden 
Ong, Marlene Delzoppo, 
Margaret Yates, Lisa Dallow, 
Josephine Noli, Teresa Talia, Lina 
Borg, Judith Frood, Wendy 
Clohesy 
Recent Death: Frank Swan and 
Josie Taranto – Vince Taranto’s 
Mother



Please note: 
 Our temporary revised opening hours of Monday from 9am -5pm and

Friday from 9am-3pm
 On all other days the office and Fr Jerald can still be contacted on

0473 873479.



Prayer to St Joseph – 
under whose patronage the Archbishop has placed this time of 

crisis. 




