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Our Lady of the Pines Parish is a welcoming, 
inclusive community that aims to live our 

Christian faith by example in our daily lives. 

What is the greatest reward the world can offer you?  
What are you willing to sacrifice so you can own it? 

Everyone makes a life choice that leads to a life compromise. When people get married, 
they forsake all others for matrimony. When people buy housing, they may not be able to 
afford additional dwellings. When people choose careers, they close the door on other 
earning options. Every single "yes" leads to many "no's." 

Every person makes an ultimate choice about life. This choice reveals and defines the 
character of the person. The choice clearly tells others what gives this person a sense of 
purpose. Some people choose possessions, popularity, or power. Others cling to security. 
Still, a few risk all for a greater prize. In today's passage, Jesus addressed those who gave 
up all for the Kingdom. 

Unite in Prayer Every Tues at 8pm 
Fr Jerald would like you to join  in prayer every Tuesday at 8.00pm, where together as a 
community we can bring forth our intentions for the resolution to this Covid pandemic and 
for the resumption of our public Masses.  The Lord said “Whenever two of you on earth 
agree about anything you pray for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. ” [Matt 
18: 19] 

You are welcome to pray in any of the following ways: 
 Join with others in a 30min Zoom online prayer session by clicking on the

link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82880786051?pwd=c1ppOHRQSXJIWWpTZG55b0czd0J
wUT09 or entering Meeting ID: 828 8078 6051 and Password: 3rAVW0

 pray with family members or friend over the phone
 pray on your own

You can use the suggested prayer which is on our website and the link to this prayer will also 
be included in our Mailchimp mailout at the weekend.  

Together in prayer and faith, we will overcome this adversity. 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AGM Reports 
As we will not be holding our Parish AGM this year, the AGM reports are now available on 
our website – www.ourladyofthepineschurch.org. There is also a link on the website where 
any responses/comments can be left. 

Matthew presented three parables, two about choice, one about the consequences of 
choice. In the end, he painted another parable image about the one who presented the 
choice for God's Kingdom. 

The first two gave a "cost-benefit analysis." The Kingdom cost everything but had the 
greatest value. However, the risk to obtain the Kingdom might escape our modern 
sensibilities. The contemporaries of Jesus might have considered the risk so high that only a 
fool would have taken it. 

Jesus painted the absurd images found in these two parables to reveal the risk factor of 
God's Kingdom. God's Kingdom demanded everything from the believer. Loyalty to family 
or neighbours, the desire for financial security, the drive for political power, all came 
second. The believer must put God first in all things, even if he or she looked like a fool. 

Jesus told the last parable as a counter weight to the fears people face when they 
consider the faith option. God's messengers would separate the bad from the good. Then, 
these messengers would punish the evil in a fiery furnace. Separation meant judgment, 
both human and divine. 

The separation was God's final judgment. All people would gather. God would separate 
the evil from the good (i.e., those doing right). And the age of humanity would end. The 
dawn of God's age would begin. [13:49-50] 

Even in risk, we make the faith choice in the freedom God gave us. God based his 
relationship with us on love. Since love cannot be coerced, neither can faith. Because we 
are free, we can believe in a God who loves us. 

Once we choose faith, however, we cannot turn our backs on the One we trust or the 
truth he reveals. The faith choice cannot be made in a haphazard manner. Indeed, the 
faith choice must be fed with God's Word in Scripture and the wisdom of the Church, in 
prayer, and in works of charity. For without a well-nourished faith, we slip away from God. 

Evangelization as judgment has a flip side. When we say "yes" to God, we walk closer to 
him. We trust in him. In turn, he nourishes us with his very life. In this sense, faith begins our 
journey to eternal life. The life of faith we live invites others to join us on that journey. Faith 
involves risk and changes. The risk and the changes that we endure influences others. 
Sometimes others grow closer to God. Sometimes we scandalize them away from God. 
The choice faith presents us has the power to unite and divide, to gather together and to 
separate. Let us use it wisely. Let us use it in love.  



Support of our Parish  
During the COVID19 period where our congregation cannot celebrate Mass, we would ask 
you to assist if you are able, towards the financial support of Parish by ensuring your pledged 
support or your regular weekly contribution is received.   You are now able to go to our 
website, and on the home page is a link to CDF Pay. You will be able to make your 
weekly/monthly donation this way. Please however remember to put your envelope no. or 
full name down so that we can trace your donation.  
Contact the Parish Office for further advice on how. 

COVID19 (and beyond) Support 
 A reminder to all parishioners that the St. Vincent de Paul Society (VINNIES) is available to 
assist parishioners and the community in need.   A phone call to 1800 305 330 Monday-
Friday, 10am-3pm is all that is required.   Confidentiality assured. 

Parish Raffle 
If you still have any raffle tickets at home, could we ask you to return them immediately to 
the Parish Office. We would like to return them to the organizers in the event of further 
lockdowns. Please see below the revised dates :- 
Draw Date:  26 September 2020 at 7.15 pm  - Publication of Winners Date:  30 September 
2020 . This could change again, depending on the situation. We will keep you informed of 
this.   Thank you.  

Message from Fr Jerald 
My fellow parishioners, over the last few weeks, things have been changing constantly 
everyday. Unfortunately not for the better. At this stage while we still hope to be out of this 
current lockdown in a few weeks time, ultimately however the final decision cannot at this 
time be known. Could I ask you all to be especially aware of those in our community who 
who are vulnerable. I would like to encourage all of you to stay safe at home whilst this storm 
is raging around us.  Whilst we can’t be together again for a few weeks, please know that 
you are all constantly in my prayer. Please keep me in yours.  
I will continue to have our Tues to Sat 9.00am Zoom Masses and our weekend video Masses 
will still be available.  
For the safety and well being of our staff, we will be closing the parish office for the time 
being. You can still contact us on donvale@cam.org.au or on the Parish mobile of
0473 873 479. 

Plenary Council 
Due to COVID-19, the First Assembly of the Plenary Council which was due to be held in 
October 2020 in Adelaide was postponed.  It has now been decided to hold the First 
Assembly in October 2021, still in Adelaide.  That means that the Second Assembly will now 
be held in April 2022 in Sydney.  However, preparation for the Plenary Council continues and 
the Discernment Papers from the Writing Groups for each of the six Themes have been 
completed.  These papers will form the basis for the agenda for the Plenary Council.  The 
papers can be viewed on the Plenary Council website. 



Weekly Parish Emails 
We hope that you have all been able to receive our 
weekly Parish Emails . We are aware that there have 
been some issues with parishioners not receiving this. 
These emails are sent out via MailChimp- a popular 
marketing automation platform.  
If you have not been receiving these emails, could we 
ask if you could check your spam folders or if you could 
check the setting in your email inbox and “allow” emails 
from mailchimp and donvale@cam.org.au. 

 Parish Office 
The Parish office will remain shut until further advice is received and employees will be 
working from home. We can still be contacted via our Parish Mobile of 0473873479 or on 
Donvale@cam.org.au. Thank you for your patience during this time.   

We pray for Better Health: 
Brian Sullivan, Kath Potger, 
Alden Ong, Lisa Dallow, 
Josephine Noli, Teresa Talia,
Lina Borg, Judith Frood, 
Wendy Clohesy, 
Sharon Rodrigo, John Lazzari 



A Coronavirus Prayer 

Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns and villages “curing every disease and illness.” 
At your command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of the 
global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love.  

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their strength and health through 
quality medical care.  

Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and neighbours 
from helping one another.  

Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows 
no borders. Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainly and 
sorrow. 

Be with those who have died from the virus. May they be at rest with you in your eternal 
peace.  

Be with the families of those who are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve, 
defend them from illness and despair. May they know your peace. Be with the doctors, 
nurses , researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and help those 
affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know your protection 
and peace.  

Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and for 
concern for the well being of the people they are meant to serve. Give them the 
wisdom to invest in long term solutions that will help prepare for or prevent future 
outbreaks. May they know your peace, as they work together to achieve it on earth.  

Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this illness 
or only a few, Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. 
In place of our anxiety, give us peace.    

Jesus Christ, heal us.




