
 

Advent 
A Season of Preparation  

Dear Parishioners, 

 "Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  
For today in the city of David a saviour has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord.”  (Luke 2:  10-
11) 

This year has been a year we will not forget. The trials and tribulations that we have all had to go 
through has been unprecedented. The fear for our families, both physically and financially has been 
enormous. The loss of livelihoods for so many has been hard to accept. Even though it has been a 
hard year , there have also been so many blessings for which we should  thank God for.  For one 
thing, this year has taught us the importance of family and not taking it for granted and It has taught 
us the      importance of looking out for one another, for community.  

This Christmas, for many of us, we will have the blessing of spending this important and blessed time 
with our families. But for so many, they will be spending this time apart. Let us remember our friends 
who will be alone this Christmas and if you can , include them in your celebrations.  

This Christmas  is also a sorrowful time for so many people. There have been well over a million 
deaths from Covid, and for so many of the deceased, they died alone. Let us pause for a minute 
this Christmas to remember those who have gone home to God from Covid.  

I thank all who work so hard in the parish, especially this year, when we have all had to work remote-
ly and differently to continue to strengthen our Catholic community.  Christianity is never a 
“spectator sport” in which we simply sit back, watch and cheer.  Rather, it involves active participa-
tion and a     life-commitment:  daily prayer, attendance at Mass, a sacramental life including regu-
lar confession of sins, Christian service, love (even of enemies), forgiveness, Christian charity, conver-
sion, repentance. 

 As we adore the Christ Child in the manger at Christmas, may we be moved by the great love and 
humility that God showed to us in the birth of His Son!  God emptied Himself and became one of us.  
Our faith also professes that He will come again. 

 O come let us adore Him!  

On behalf of all our Parish Council, Staff and myself, we wish you all a blessed and peace-filled       
Christmas and a holy New Year!  I do not know what will be in store for us in 2021, but I trust that God 
knows what is truly best for us all. 

Happy Christmas, Fr Jerald 
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 We would like to wish all of you, our fellow 
Parishioners, a blessed and  peaceful Christmas. 

We have so much to celebrate, and so much 
to be thankful for at Our Lady of the Pines 

Church.  

We would like to wish each of you a wonderful 
New Year.      

May each day of the New Year 

Bring happiness, good cheer 

And sweet surprises… 

To you and all your dear ones! 

Happy New Year! 

DID YOU KNOW?  
Points of interest and Catholic lore •  

 There are different gospel readings for each of the Christmas Masses: midnight, dawn and during 
the day. This gospel is the reading for midnight Mass.  

 • Luke gives a number of historical details about the time when Jesus is born through the men-
tion of Augustus and Quirinius. He is keen to stress that Jesus enters human history in a particular 
place and time.  

 • The date of Christmas, 25 December, was dictated by the pagan feast of the ‘unconquered 
sun,’ which occurred at the time of the northern hemisphere’s winter solstice. The church 
‘Christianised’ this feast to celebrate the birth of the Son of God, Jesus Christ.  

MAKING CONNECTIONS  
 ‘Do not be afraid. Listen! I bring you tidings of great joy.’ What have been the joyful experiences 

of your life?  
  How do you now experience the joy of this great day?  
  What must we do to ‘enjoy God’s favour’?  
  In this season of gift-giving, reflect on the gifts you have received over the years. What gifts 

have been especially treasured? What was the best present you ever received? On a deeper 
level, what do you regard as your most treasured gift as a human being? How do you share your 
giftedness? How do others share their giftedness with you? Share your reflections with the group. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! Good News and great joy to all the world: today is born our saviour, Christ the 

Parish Office                                                            
Please note, during the holiday period the Parish  
Office will be open on the following days.                              
28th to the 1st of Jan 21 —Closed                                             
5th , 6th and 8th of Jan  - The office will be open at 
SSPP.                                                                            
6th of Jan - OLOP Parish Office will be closed     
11th, 14th and 15th of Jan -  The office is open at 
SSPP.                                                                            
13th of Jan - Office is open at OLOP 

18th of Jan onwards - normal office hours resume.  


